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Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education
NEGROS ISLAND REGION

N

Regional Advisory No. _ 093 s. 2026
August 25 , 2026
In compliance with the DepEd Order (DO) 08, s. 2013,
this advisory is not for endorsement per DO 08, s. 2001,
but only for the information of DepEd NIR officials and personnel/ staff.

GUIDELINES ON THE TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT AND PREPARATION ON THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE COMPUTER-BASED NATIONAL CAREER
ASSESSMENT EXAMINATION (CB-NCAE) FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027

Attached is Advisory No. 018, s. 2026, dated August 20, 2026, from the Bureau
of Education Assessment (BEA) regarding the Guidelines on the Technical
Assessment and Preparation on the Administration of the Computer-Based
National Career Assessment Examination (CB-NCAE) for School Year (SY)
2026-2027

For queries, clarifications, and program concerns, contact the Education
Assessment Division of the BEA (BEA-EAD) at telephone number (02) 8631-2589
or via email at bea.ead@deped.gov.ph.

Encl.: As stated
Reference: As stated
To be indicated in the Perpetual Index under the following subjects:

L4 ASSESSMENT
L4 EXAMINATIONS
° INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

JSR/QAD-Advisory on the Guidelines on the Technical Assessment and Preparation for the Administration of the Computer-Based National Career
Assessment Examination {CB-NCAE) for School Year 2026-2027

DehED N

BAGONG PILIPINAS

Address: Batinguel, Dumaguete City, 6200
Telephone Nos:

Email Address: nir@deped.gov.ph
Website: https://depednir.net
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Advisory No.018, s. 2026
August 20, 2026

ADVISORY

GUIDELINES ON THE TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT AND PREPARATION ON THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE COMPUTER-BASED NATIONAL CAREER ASSESSMENT
EXAMINATION (CB-NCAE) FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2026-2027

The guidelines aim to ensure smooth, secure, and equitable testing while maximizing available
resources and minimizing disruptions to school operations.

VIRTUAL ORIENTATION OF FIELD-TESTING PERSONNEL

1. Pursuant to DepEd Order No. 55, s. 2016 titled Policy Guidelines on the National
Assessment of Student Learning for the K to 12 Basic Education Program, the Department of
Education through the Bureau of Education Assessment (BEA) invites all Regional Testing
Coordinators (RTCs), Regional Information Technology Officers (RITOs), Division Testing
Coordinators (DTCs), Division Information Technology Officers (DITOs), and Private Schools
Supervisors (PSSs) to attend the virtual orientation on the following dates and time using
the meeting details indicated below.

Participants Date and Time Meeting Details
August 25, 2026 Meeting Link:
RTCs, DTCs, and Tuesday https: / /tinyurl.com /CBNCAEXRTCsDTCsPSSs
PSSs 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 Meeting ID: 433 781 029 550 162
p.m. Passcode: 3gX6jq7w
August 26, 2026 Meeting Link:
Wednesday https: / /tinyurl.com /CBNCAEXRITOsDITOs
RITOs and DITOS | 16,00 a.m. to 12:00 | Meeting ID: 475 524 406 179 286
p.m. Passcode: Dg6H3BM2

2. The Computer-Based National Career Assessment Examination (CB-NCAE) shall be
administered to all Grade 9 and Grade 10 learners from public schools and private schools
with government recognition, in accordance with the prescribed testing window, which
shall be issued through a DepEd Memorandum.

3. A technical assessment shall be conducted prior to the test administration. The schedule
is presented below:

Grade Level Technical Assessment Schedule
10 September 7 to 30, 2026
9 January 4 to 29, 2027
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4. Following are information on the technical assessment and preparations for the
administration of CB-NCAE.

A. ASSESSMENT PLATFORM

et

. The examinees shall use one DepEd Learning Management System (LMS) through this
link: https://learning.deped.gov.ph/

2. The platform can accommodate up to 5,000 examinees for each testing session (AM and
PM) per region.

3. To access the test, it is required to install the Safe Exam Browser (SEB) for Windows and
Mac users and/or Full Exam Kiosk (FEK) for Android.

4. A stable internet connection is required.

B. TEST ADMINISTRATION PLAN

-

Regional Level

1.1.  Manage platform capacity and develop the testing schedule scheme to oversee the
CB-NCAE test administration across all Schools Division Offices (SDOs), by
allocating the prescribed total number of examinees per day by division.

1.2.  The examinees shall be grouped by division and school to evenly distribute the daily
capacity limit of 5,000 per session for the entire CB-NCAE testing window.

1.3.  The regional scheduling system shall be provided by the RTCs with the following
information to the respective division:

Division

Testing Center/School
Mock Test Schedule
Testing Date

No. of Testing Session

No. of Learners per Session

1.4.  Accomplish the Test Administration Plan through this link:
https://tinyurl.com/RTCCBNCAETestAdminPlan on or before September 4,
2026. Please ensure that all information is final and accurate, as the form will no
longer be editable after submission.

Note: Regions may use the following options:
Selected schools across all divisions per day with a total of 10,000 test takers
One or two divisions per day with 10,000 test takers
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2. Division Level

241

2.2,

2.3.

Map all schools with computer laboratory facilities along with their capacity,
internet stability, and power reliability.

Submit the Form 1 - Test Administration Plan containing the mapped schools’
resources and school ICT coordinators to the region.

Cascade the testing schedule to respective schools.

3. School Level

345
3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

Identify the number of functional computer units available.

Prepare the needed testing resources following the technical requirements.

Submit the Form 1 - Test Administration Plan containing the school’s resources

to the division.

Strictly follow the assigned testing date and session.

C. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE TESTING PERSONNEL

The roles and responsibilities of testing personnel, from the regional to the school level, are
essential to the successful implementation of testing activities. These responsibilities ensure
that testing processes are carried out accurately, consistently, and in accordance with
established standards, policies, and procedures, thereby upholding the integrity, quality, and
reliability of testing operations. The specific roles and responsibilities of each testing personnel
are presented in Annex A.

D. TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT

1. All Grades 9 and 10 learners should participate in the Technical Assessment, which
includes Test Orientation, Assessment Platform Walkthrough, Accomplishment of General
Information, Examinee’s Descriptive Questionnaire (EDQ), and Career and Occupational
Roles Explorer (CORE) to be conducted in the schedule indicated below:

: Maximum
Grade A:echmcal No.. ot No. of
Lavel sessment Sessions Hours per Schedule
Schedule per Day Sicaisa
10 September 7 to 1st session - 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM
30, 2026 4 5 hrs 2nd session - 10:00 AM to 12:00 NN
9 January 4 to 29, . 3rd session - 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
2027 4th session - 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM

2. Schools should evaluate the readiness for the CB-NCAE administration by checking the
following information:

2:1
2.2

All examinees have working accounts,
All computer units function properly,
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2.3. The internet connection is stable,

2.4.  The Test Administrator and ICT Coordinator are familiar with their roles and testing
procedure,

2.5. The examinees understand the interface of the assessment platform, and

2.6.  The school is ready for the CB-NCAE administration.

Note: Test items will be available during the actual test administration.

3. A video of the assessment platform walkthrough shall be provided by BEA as

supplementary material for learners and testing personnel.

E. TESTING SESSION FOR THE NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION

I:

A fixed daily testing window shall be implemented in the national administration to ensure
standardized and technical monitoring. Each testing center may implement the following:

1.1. Two (2) sessions per day
e Morning Session: 6:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
e Afternoon Session: 12:00 n.n. to 5:00 p.m.
e Daily Maximum: refer to the number of allocations assigned by the SDO

1.2. One (1) session per day
¢ Either morning or afternoon session
e Daily Maximum: refer to the number of allocations assigned by the SDO

Note: Mid-session (e.g., 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) is not allowed as this will affect the fixed
schedule of other schools.

The schedule of the test includes preliminaries, test proper, post-test, and allowance in
case of interruptions.

F. USER ACCOUNTS

All DTCs shall submit the list of the actual number of learners per division, using the Form
2 - G9 and Gl0 Allocation Form (via Google Form) through
https://tinyurl.com/2026CBNCAE-Enrollment on or before September 4, 2026.
Failure to submit the required information through the Google Form shall require the DTC
to submit an endorsement signed by the Regional Director via bea.ead@deped.gov.ph,
using the subject line: 2026CB-NCAEEnrollment_Region_SDO.

All learners shall use their assigned DepEd Microsoft Account to access and take the
assessment.

For learners from private schools and public-school learners without an existing
DepEd Microsoft Account, a temporary DepEd Microsoft Account shall be generated by
the ICTS through the data submitted by the field offices.

The RTCs and DTCs shall facilitate the distribution of the temporary DepEd Microsoft
Accounts to the schools.



RRepublic of the Philippines
Department of Education

BUREAU OF EDUCATION ASSESSMENT

Office of the Director

G. ENROLLMENT KEY

1

BEA shall provide an enrollment key via email to each Regional Office (RO) through the
Regional Testing Coordinator (RTC), who shall disseminate it to the respective Division
Testing Coordinators (DTCs). The enrollment key shall enable authorized learners to
access the designated assessment course and shall be treated as confidential information,
to be shared only with authorized personnel and learners.

. The ROs and SDOs shall ensure the proper management and distribution of the enrollment

key to the schools concerned one (1) day before the technical assessment. The enrollment
key shall be provided only to authorized schools and learners within their respective
jurisdictions to prevent unauthorized access to the LMS by learners from other schools.

H. TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

1.

I

1

Hardware

1.1. The 1:1 examinee-to-computer ratio per session is required.

1.2. There should be 5-10 buffer computer units.

1.3. The devices should be tested before the platform walkthrough and actual test

administration.

1.4. Use at least 30 working computer units per session when available. If fewer, maximize
available resources and ensure all examinees complete the test within the testing
period.

Connectivity

2.1. A minimum of 10 Mbps stable connection per 30-40 computer units is required.
2.2. At least 2 routers/extenders per computer room are recommended.

Power
3.1. A generator or UPS is recommended as a backup in case there are unexpected power
interruptions.
3.2. An automatic voltage regulator per computer unit is recommended.
TRANSFER OF TESTING RESOURCES

The school may request testing resources from nearby schools if:

1.1.  There are insufficient working computer units.
1.2.  The backup equipment is unavailable (e.g., routers)

Transfers must not disrupt regular school operations in both schools.

Transfers must be within the division and endorsed by the DTC and must be approved by
the School Division Superintendent (SDS).
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4. The DTC verifies the need and identifies the nearest school with available resources and
coordinates with both schools on the transfer arrangement.

5. Transfers should be accessible and have minimal travel distance, preferably within the
same school district.

6. The borrowing school is fully responsible for the borrowed equipment for pickup and return.

7. A transportation subsidy for the test materials was included in the Program Support Funds
(PSF) that were downloaded to the field offices. The PSF was downloaded in 2025 as part of
the National Assessment Systems for Basic Education (NASBE) PSF - Second Tranche.
The PSF is valid until December 31, 2026. Documents related to the PSF may be accessed
through this link: https://tinyurl.com/NASBEPSFFirstandSecondTranches. Local
funds may also be utilized to supplement the PSF for transportation.

J. TRANSFER OF LEARNERS
1. Examinees may be transferred if:
1.1.  The school does not have enough computer units to accommodate all examinees
within the given schedule.
1.2.  The internet access is not available in the school location.
1.3.  The testing resources cannot be brought to the school location.
2. Transfers should prioritize the safety of learners.

3. Transfers should be allowed only if the receiving school is within the same district.

4. Transfers should be endorsed by the DTC and approved by the Schools Division
Superintendent.

5. The school should ensure compliance with parental consent prior to the test administration
schedule and traveling to the testing center.

6. Examinees must travel in groups with assigned teachers for class management.

7. Local funds may be utilized to supplement the PSF for the transportation of the learners.
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K. ESCALATION PROCESS DURING TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT AND NATIONAL
ADMINISTRATION
Severity Issue Initial Action | Escalation Level
Individual user or minor technical issue within
Level1- | h€ Sehool o F‘“”rs(‘i‘?“ (&g, loge Soue, injermet | RITO,DITO, |  Field Testing
Minor Ty IR GEENe PR enkoalng Fronien), School ICT Personnel
user accounts, consistent issues needing
intervention at the national level)
] . h ICTS provides
Level 2 - Affects multiple users or testing operations o bl ICTS and BEA
Major (e.g., system slowdown to some area)
support
Level 3 - System outage, major data issue, or issue Immediate Icg?élilfA’
Critical affecting the overall administration escalation M
anagement

L. ESCALATION ROLES

Personnel Roles
BEA Handles assessment/program-related concerns, policies, and decisions.
ICTS Handles technical concerns, system support, connectivity, data harvesting, and
data management.
School/Testing Reports and documents issues and coordinates with BEA/ICTS as required.
Personnel

M. RESCHEDULING OF TEST

The following unforeseen circumstances are to be considered in rescheduling the test:

1. Natural calamities (e.g. earthquake, typhoon, pandemic)

2. Unexpected power and internet interruption.

3. System downtime or server malfunction.

4. The rescheduled test will be conducted in coordination with the DTC and RTC.

S. If there are learners who are unable to take the test on their scheduled date, the School
Testing Coordinator shall ensure that the available testing slots are maximized by
accommodating other eligible learners, subject to the prescribed daily testing capacity.

N. PROGRAM SUPPORT FUNDS (PSF)

The allotment is a subsidy for the data collection in schools on the administration of CB-NCAE.
It only includes the Orientation and Testing Center Preparation Subsidy.

The Orientation and Testing Center Preparation subsidy shall be provided to the required
testing personnel (listed in the PSF Guidelines) as compensation for their attendance. Each
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personnel shall receive an amount of Eight Hundred Pesos (PHP 800.00) based on approved
authority.

The one-day in-person Division-wide orientation and testing center preparation is required to
be attended only by the following testing personnel: 1 DTC, 1 Schools Division Superintendent
(SDS), 1 Supervisor in-charge of Private Schools (formerly referred as Public Schools Supervisor
or PSS), 1 Head or representative of the testing center, and 2 Support Staff (SS). The Division
Information Technology Officer (DITO) shall automatically be considered as one of the SS.

A contingency for other administrative expenses is included in the downloaded funds. This
fund may be used to pay other administrative expenses for national-assessment-related
activities such as supplies and materials (e.g., pens and adhesive tapes), communication
expenses, and additional human resources for logistics, technical, and administrative support
during the test registration and administration.

Other details about the use of the PSF are outlined in BEA-2025-10-2893 memorandum dated
October 21, 2025.

For any clarifications, you may contact the Education Assessment Division of this Bureau
through bea.ead@deped.gov.ph or call (02) 8631-2589.

Immediate dissemination of and compliance with this Advisory are desired.

KEVIN C% TOS, PhD

Director IV '.;./S/}_ j o

Attachments:
1. Roles and Responsibilities of Testing Personnel
2. Summary of CB-NCAE Forms to be Submitted
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Republic of the Philippines
Bepartment of Education

BUREAU OF EDUCATION ASSESSMENT

Office of the Director

Annex B.

SUMMARY OF CB-NCAE FORMS

All Forms are available in the CB-NCAE Orientation Materials drive.

TO BE
EXPECTED DATE TO BE
. OF COMPLIANCE ROl PREPARED BY :;VE =
Test Administration Plan ; ; Bureau of
Regional Testing :
; Education
Coordinator
Assessment
(RTC)
September 4, L (BEA)
2026 Sres Division Testing
Coordinator RTC
(DTC)
School Heads DTC
G9 and G10 Allocation September 4,
Rorgi 2026 Pretest DTC BEA
List of Examinees September 4, Bisiant SH/STC DTC
2026
Attendance Sheet After Test
Administration Test
within the Testing Proper BH/BEe DEG
Window
Evaluation Report Test
Af,te,r TeSt, Posttest Administrator/ DTC
Administration
S 5 School Head
Consolidated Evaluation L
Window Posttest DTG BEA
Report**
Monitoring Form
B After Test Posttest DTC RTC
Administration
Consolidated Monitoring | within the Testing
Report** Witidew Posttest RTC BEA

**To be done through Google Form
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