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To:      Schools Division of Negros occidental

1.        Attached is the Memorandum on the conduct of data gathering activity
ofthePhilippinelnstituteforDevelopmentStudies(PDIS)ontheirstudytitled
"Updates on Out-of-School Children: Pre- and Post- Pandemic."

2.       For further information and concerns on this matter, coordinate with
the PPS-PRDD through ps.prd@deped.gov.ph.

3.        Immediate dissemination of this Memorandum is desired.
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Conduct of Data GatherizLg Activity on PIDS Sttidy on
"Updates on Out-of-School Children: he- and Post-
Pandemic"

29 August 2025

The Philippine Institute for Development Studies (PIDS), the govemment's primary
socioeconomic policy think tank attached to the Department of Economy, Planning,
and Development (DEPDev) , is currently conducting a study titled "U.pdate8 oa Out
of  School  Children:   Fbe-   and  Post-Fbndemic"  to   examine  the  trends  and
demographics of out-of-school-children,  assess the barriers to schooling,  evaluate
existing  intervention  progralns,  particularly  in  the  post-pandemic  context,  and
develop poliey recommendations to address emerging challenges in education access.
This  study is  led by Dr.  Jose  Ramon  G.  Albert,  Senior Research  Feuow of PIDS,
together with Dr. Sheryl Lyn C. Monterola, a consultant.

To gain first-hand insithts on the factors inipeding the learners' pursuance of their
education, as well as the local conterct of communities with high incidence of out-of-
school children and the implementation of education-related policies and programs,
the PIDS will conduct key informant interviews  (RII)  and focus group discussions
(FGD) in four (4) Schools Division Offices (SDOs) with the highest enrollment in the
Altemative Leaming System (ALS)  and highest incidence of out-of-school chfldren,
namely in Schools Division of Quezon City, Laguna, Negros Occidental, and Cagayan
de Oro City, tentatively in September 2025 /see AnneJc 2).
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Participalits of these KIIs and F`GDs include (a) school administrators, (b) teachers,
(c) ALS learners (i.e., those who dropped out and eurolled in AIS) from junior high
or senior high schools,  (d)  parents of out-of-school children or students-at-risk-of-
dropping-out  (SARDOs)  (i.e.,  overaged  children),  (e)  LOU  focal/staff on  education,
and (f) DSWD focal on 4Ps (see Annex. I/.

In  support  of evidence-based  decision-making  as  well  as  the  Five-point  Reform
Agenda, the Department will aid PIDS in their data gathering endeavors through the
coordination  with  corresponding  Regional  Offices,   School  Division  Offices,  and
schools.

Particularly, the RO-PPRD through the Regional Research Coordinators shall:
a.   Ensure the progress of data collection through FGD and KII in collaboration

with the selected SDOs; and
b.   Coordinate with representatives from PIDS for the itinerary and conduct of the

data gathering activity /see Armex 2/

On the other hand, the SDO-SGOD through the SEPS for Planning and Research:
a.   Ctoordinate with the selected schools within their jurisdiction to identify the

target  interview  participants  in  accordance  with  the  specified  criteria  (see
Annex I/; and

b.   Collaborate with representatives from PIDS for the itinerary and conduct of
the interviews (e.g. , selecting venues, schedule of the activities) (see Armex 2/.

The duration of each interview is expected to last no longer than ninety (90) minutes.
Additionally, PIDS will shoulder any expenses related to this data gathering activity,
including the teams' accommodation and transportation, as well as the meals of the
interview participants during the data collection activity.

The  findings  of this  study will  be  used  to  inform  education  poficy  and  program
development in relation to addressing the challenge of out-of-school children at the
national and regional levels. Accordingly, the data gathering activities shall adhere
to  the  Data  Privacy Act of 2012.  Thus,  all data will be  handled with  the  utmost
confidentiality and used exclusively for the purposes of this data gathering activity.

To facihate the coordination with the PIDS, focal persons of the concerned Regions
and  SD0s  are  requested  share  their  contact  information  through  this  fom:
https: / /forms.office.com/r/6nQCFshHud.  Kindly accomplish  this  preferably on  or
before 3 Septemtier 2025.

Additionally,  to  provide  more  background  on  this  activity,  the  focal  persons  are
invited to attend an online orientation on Thursday, 4 September 2025, from 2:00
PM onwards via MS Teams through the link: https: / /tinyurl.com/PIDS-OSC-Study.

For further clarifications  or inquiries,  ldndly  coordinate  with  PPS-PRDD  through
ps.prd@deped.gov.ph.

For your consideration and appropriate action. Thank you.

Copy furnished :

MARILLBTE R. ALmTDA
Director IV
Bureau of Altemative Education
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AIHEZZ \. Criteria Of the lhierijiew Participcm±s

IrmBRunw pARTlclpAms RTMBER PER SDO
rmHODF`ocusgroupdiscussions(FGD)

Returning learners through ALS (preferablyjuniororseniorhichschoollParentsofout-of-schoolchildrenorSARDOsTeachersfromjuniororseniorhighschoolSchooladministratorsLOUfocalstaffoneducationDSWDfocalon4Ps 9-12

9-12

8

Key InformantInterviews(KII)

I
1

1

Room508,5ftFlooTBonifacioBuilding,DapEdComplex,MeralcoAvenue,PasigCfty1600
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AH"rm 2. Indieafiue schedule Of the data cotlection actvity

Selected SDOsSDOCagayandeOro CitySDOLaguna ItLdlcative Schedule
Week of September 8, 2025

Week of September 15, 2025WeekofSeptember22,2025

SDO Negros OccidentalSD0QuezonCity
Week of September 30, 2025

a   Ctr   lweel Of se.tonbeI 81eDonofCorLdu4
7|rrue Iriterviewparficipan4±=KIIwithSchoolAdministrator

Dayl
9:30 AM -11:00 AV1:00PM-3:00PM

FGD with Teachers
FGD with Learners

Day2
9:30 " -11:00 AM1:00PM-3:00PM

FGD with ParentsRTIwithLGufocal

Day3
9:30 AM -11:00 AM1:00PM-3:00PM

RTI with staff on 4Ps

rv-A - SDO I,ag`ina rtyeek of Septeml.er 15|Re8ioDayOfccm>¥a                         71rrLe                             I
Inlertw PariicipcutsIKIIwithschoolAdministrator

Dayl
9:30 AM -11:00 AM1:00PM-3:00PM

I             FGD with TeachersFGDwithI.earners

Day2
9:30 AM -11:00 "1:00PM-3:00PM9:30AM-11:00AM1:00PM-3:00PM

FGD with Parents
rm with LGu focal

Day3 KII with staff on 4Ps

DO N     os Occidental (Weel of se|itember 22|NIB - aDayofcondg± 08r      Time                        I
Irvterdew ParticipantsKIIwithSchoolAdministrator

Day  1                 I
9:30 AM -  11:00 AM

FGD with TeachersFGDwithLearners1:00 PM -3:00 PM9:30AM-11:00AM1:00PM-3:00PM

Day2 FGD with ParentsIRIlwithLGufocal

Day3
9:30 AM -11:00 AM1:00PM-3:00PM

I             RTl with staff on 4Ps

R    SDO Quezon city preck of september SolNCDaya/CorLc!t/ct  I
7|me                      I Iuteruieu) Partictpands_IRIlwithschoolAdministrator

Dayl
9:30 AM -11:00 AM1:00PM-3:00PM

|             FGD with TeachersIF`GDwithLearners

Day2
9:30 AM -11:00 AM1:00PM-3:00PM

FGD with Parents

Room508,5ftFlooTBonifacioBuilding,DepEdComplex,MeralcoAvenue,PasigCfty1600
Telephone No.: (02) 8638-1780;
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I           Day3           I    9i:##-_L3L£°#     I         RErm=ths=UoiTpe         I

-®LflDepEdphnlppinesf@@depedphillppines
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